
On September 14, 2006, 
Beyond Project TEAMS and 
P R I D E  I n d u s t r i e s 
sponsored the Transit ion 
Resource Night in  Elk  
Grove.  

A t t en d ees  h a d  t h e 
oppor tun ity to talk  to over  
th ir ty representat ives from 

l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y 
organ izat ions suppor t ing 
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  
developmental disabilit ies. 
Exhibitors included United 
Cerebral Palsy, Californ ia 
Mentor , Special Olympics, 
Access Leisu re and Choices 
Transit ional Services. 

The event was a huge 
success. Over  50 people 
attended the event. 

One family member stated 
“I am leaving here feeling 
relieved to know that there 
is so much more ou t there 
to suppor t  us than I ever 
realized.” 
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The second annual Take 
Ch ar ge of Tr an si t i on 
conference is r ight around 
the corner .   

Take Charge of Transit ion 
2007, held on January 24, 
2007, is a conference for 
you th with  developmental 
d i sab i l i t i es an d  t h ei r  
s u p p o r t er s  c o v er i n g 
transit ion related topics.   

The conference is an 
oppor tun ity for  you th with  
developmental disabilit ies 
and their  suppor ters to get  
excited abou t their  fu tu res. 

The theme of th is year ’s 
conference is Imagine the 
Possibilit ies. Big plans are 
in  place for  th is year ’s 
conference.  

Keynote speaker , Karen 
Gaffney, wil l address the 
attendees on the subject of 
ach i evi n g goal s.  M s. 
Gaffney’s ability to speak 
from her hear t  is qu ick ly 

mak ing her  one of the most 
r equ est ed  m ot i vat i on al 
speakers in  the United 
States. 

Conference workshops will   
cover  transit ion related 

topics and will be designed 
specifically for  both you th 
w i t h  d ev e l o p m en t a l 
d i sab i l i t i es an d  t h ei r  
suppor ters. 

A var iety of local services 

and transit ion resources 
wil l be available at the 
Tr an si t i on  Fai r .  Th e 
Transit ion Fair  wil l give 
attendees an oppor tun ity 
to explore resources that 
are already available so 
you th can plan for  the 
fu tu re with  confidence.   

Due to last year’s wait ing 
list , the 2007 conference 
wil l be open to over  300 
attendees!   

Pre-order ing boxed lunches 
is also an opt ion th is year 
for  at tendees. 

Registrat ion is open now!  

You  c a n  f i n d  t h e 
conference brochure and 
registrat ion form on the 
Project TEAMS website 
www.projectTEAMS.org.   

Beyond Project TEAMS 
looks forward to seeing you 
a t  Tak e Ch ar ge of 
Transit ion 2007: Imagine 
the Possibilit ies! 
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Project TEAMS has been doing research on student-led 
IEPs th is summer.  Dur ing th is process, the trainers have 
come across some cool ideas to encourage student 
par t icipat ion at IEP meetings.  You  might want to consider  
some of these ideas: 

1) Student creates invitat ions to h is/ her  IEP meeting. 

2) Student selects examples of h is/ her  work  to share at 
the meeting.  

3) Student in terviews team members pr ior  to the meeting 
to gather  feedback  on h is/ her  per formance and to 
receive inpu t for  the IEP. 

4) Student helps determine content of IEP and how it  will  
be discussed at the meeting. 

Addit ional in formation and resources on student-led IEPs 
can be found on www.studentledieps.org.   
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One-Stop Career Centers are 
a great resource available to 
y ou t h  w i t h  d i sab i l i t i es 
prepar ing to transit ion ou t  of 
h i gh  s c h o o l .  L o c a t ed 
throughou t Californ ia and 
across the United States, 
One-Stop Career  Cen ter s 
p r ov i d e a  w ea l t h  o f 
in formation and assistance 
r ega r d i n g  em p l oy m en t , 
edu cat i on , an d  t r ain i n g 
services all in  one place. 
Cer tain  One-Stop Car eer  
Centers have all employment, 
t r ain in g, an d  edu cat i on 
par tners and their  programs 
on-site, while others have 
on ly selected par tners and 
programs on-site. The centers 
include programs such as Job 
Ser vi ces,  Un em p l oym en t  

I n s u r a n c e ,  V o c a t i o n a l 
E d u c a t i o n ,  V o c a t i o n a l 
Rehabil i tat ion, and You th 
Services. 

Th e D i sab i l i t y  Pr ogr am 
Navigat or  p r oj ect  h el ps 
individuals with  disabili t ies 
“ n avi ga t e”  t h r ou gh  t h e 
en or m ou s ch al l en ges of 
seek in g wor k . D isab i l i t y 
Program Navigators provide 
t r a i n i n g  a n d  a s s i s t  
individuals with  disabilit ies in  
accessing the employment 
oppor tun it ies and services 
available through the One-
Stop Career  Centers.   

On September 19, 2006, 
t elecon fer en ce p r esen t er s 
provided an overview of: 

· The Disabi l i t y Program 

Na v i ga t o r  p r o j ec t  i n  
Californ ia.  

· Effor ts made to ensure the 
in frastructu re of the One-
Stop Career  Center  system 
can  serve people with  
disabilit ies.  

· Specific local  ou t r each 
effor ts to special educat ion 
an d  com m u n i t y - b ased 
organizat ions that serve 
you th with  disabilit ies.  

· E x a m p l e s  o f  t h e 
coordinat ion with  the local 
One-Stop Career  Centers 
and these organizat ions. 

To hear  a recording of th is 
teleconference, please visit  
the Project TEAMS website at 
www.projectTEAMS.org. 

The Beyond Project TEAMS grant from the Californ ia State 
Council on Developmental Disabilit ies was schedu led to end on 
September 30, 2006.  For tunately,  the grant has been 
extended through January 2007.   

Dur ing these addit ional months of grant funding, Beyond 
Project TEAMS will host the second annual Take Charge of 
Transit ion conference, provide fou r  classroom train ings on self-
determinat ion and potent ially present on the importance of self-
determinat ion in  the transit ion process at state and nat ional 
conferences.  

Beyond Project TEAMS is cont inu ing to seek  addit ional grant 
funding from a var iety of community resources. 
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